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PLAIN ENGLISH: | 


IN ANSWER TO Ta Es | 


CITY LATIN; 


Do 
Critical and Political R E M A R KS 


ON THE 


LATIN INSCRIPTION | 
ON 


Laying THE FIRST STONE 


OF THE INTENDED 


NEW BRIDGE 
At BLACK-FRYARS, 


Shewing the ſeveral Applications made, or propoſed to 
be made, to 2 Univerſities of Oxford, Cambridee, ö 
&c, &c. the London Clergy—the Lawyers the College 135 f 
of Phyſicians, Ic. c. for a proper Latin Inſcription, 


Likewiſe point . out the ſappoſed Author of the 
Inſcription, firſt in Exgliſb, and the real Tranſlator of 
it, afterwards, into Latin. 


With a Dedication to Js NOUR OVER THE . 


E a DE P U T * 
3 INS RIP T ION 
Not wrought for Time, but rooted in the Mind | ; 
Of all Pofterity ; when mn and Marble, 3 1 y 
Ay, and the BRIDGE ſelf is 32 : | 3 
B founson' s Cataline, « 
(Mutatis Mutandis. ) ; 4 
0 en arne te | ——— ee 1 
L ON DON: | 5 


Printed for R. STEzvaNs, at Pope's Head, in 
| Paternoſter Row, 1761. 
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1 "Ji 
ny Over the Door. 


Ma. Ov THE, Doo, 


* 


H ugh 7 canm: but — ar 
your ſur prifing I. nftin&, Pre- 


fage e, P reſcience, or Intuition, in 
diſcovering a kind of Petty Treaſon DD 


againſt the Majefly of the City: bd 
London, (in Urbis Majeſtatem, as 


the Inſcription has it) in the very 
Title of CITY LATIN; Her, I 


your having the ſame Sugacity in 


ſmelling out an Offence in my PLAIN 
ENGLISH, and conſequently: refu- 
fg it a Place in the TO Adver- 
8 RN nite but 


"But Wh; Mr. OVER rn 


POOR, het me of Jou a coil a 


. 
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DEDICATION. 
Queſtion.---You are the Printer, 
Proprietor, "Arbitrator" or © what 
you will, of a Periodical Pat er 


You ſet out every M. orning Se my 


my Friend John the Coachman,” to 
this or that P Jace, o Hampſtead, 
or Greenwich, or Richmond, or 
Where you cwill. Mo Matter: for | bis 
other Mame. bur, as. Dr. Buſby 


bas nick-named you OVER THE 


DOOR, % John Hall be called, if 
Jus plaaſe, UPON THE RHOX 
Well. Iwan to go in bis Stage 


Tam even willing to ſgya Day or 
600 r 71 be has: Naum. But 8 


Mr. UPON. THE..BOX;*for/ooth; 


tales a Diſile to iny uery Mame, 

and without ſeeing me, fancies, that 
Jam too fat, aud Hoall overload. his 
Coach, May, even ofter- Remon- 


ft ances, and that be is convinced I 


t 


5 


am no bigger than I ſhould be, I am 
flatly told, © You ſball not have a 
« Place at any Rate.] aſt you, 
Mr. OVER T HE DOOR, #s #bis 
Fuſtice, or civil Behaviour in John? 
Tze ſame Thing may be ſaid with 
regard zo your refuſing me a Place 
in your Paper, which ought to be 
confidered as a common Stage for 
the Accommodation of Quacks, Bro- 
| hers, Houſe-Letters, Authors, and 
all that chuſe to, go in it, without 


Raßett 7 Perſons or Feat Nons. 


Suppoſe, again, I hive Occoſfen f 
to ſend a Parcel or @ Box into bse 
Country.---Is the Owner of the 
Waggon, or the Driver of it ra- | 
ther, to take Exception at the very 
Directions, without knowing any 


Thing of the Contents? J aſt you, 


2 


DEDICATION. 


Mr. OVER THE DOOR, would 
this too be Juſtice or proper Beha- 
viour But as you, and John 
Coachman, and the Waggoner, may 
be wax and perverſe Fellows, we 


muſt e en be contented to go or ſend by 


Jome other Carriage, and be thank- 
ful that there are other Conveyances 
equally good.---So, Mr. OVER 


THE DOOR, as long as you 
cannot diſappoint me entirely of my 


Ride, I ſhall ſet out without you, 
and do not fear of having as ſafe 


and as pleaſant a Tourney as I could 
b., Mr. OVER THE 


DOOR, rake Care of yourſelf 


and guard againſt an Overturn, or 


being tumbled into the Dirt. Fare 


Jon well, : 
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PLAIN ENGLISH. 


To Dr. BUSBY BIRCH. 


LEARNED SIR, I} 
WT may perhaps appear odd to you, | 
that I ſhould chuſe to begin my | 

| Letter with a Story; but I muſt de- 
ſtre you to give it a patient Hearing, | 
and then judge of the Concluſion I ſhall — 
draw from it. | 
"gow a certain old Gothic Houſe in the + [/ 
Country, which had not been inhabited for | 
many Years, was going, to be pulled down, if 
in order to erect a more modern Edifice in | 
its ſtead, there was diſcovered in the Great l 
| Hall, a Stone Pavement, finely variegated [1 
B with - [ 
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1 
with many Lines, Dents, Hollows, rude 
Drawings, and uncouth Inſcriptions. The 
Parſon of the Pariſh, who pretended to be 
a great Antiquarian, immediately ſet him- 
ſelf to work upon explaining it: But not 
being able to pick out the Meaning of a 
fingle Trace, he procured a Drawing of 
it to be made, and ſent it up to the Society 
of Antiquarians here in London. But Alas 
the Skill and Penetration of the whole Body 
could not diſcover what it was: Some af- 
firming it to be Saxon, while others were as 
politive in its being of a Daniſh or Norman 
Original; and not a few concluded, jt muſt | 
have been the Work of the old Britiſh 
Druids. At length, after a laborious En- 
quiry on the Spot concerning the Antiquity 
of the Pavement, it appeared, that the 
Houſe had formerly been a Grammar- 
School, and the ſeveral Marks on the Hall- 
Floor were undoubtedly occaſioned by 


Peg-Top, Huſtle-Cap, Hop-Skotch, and 
Chuck-Farthing. 


Now for the Application:—You may 
perceive, Sir, that Antiquarians themſelves 
who 


r wr. FL: 2 


3 


who can ſee and read what is inviſible and 


illegible to others, may be ſometimes in 


the Dark: And therefore, notwithſtanding 
you appear ſo quick: ſighted in ſpying out 
ſuch a Number of Errors in our Latin In- 


ſcription, IJ hope to prove, that you was 


either miſled by falſe Lights, or blinded by 
Prejudice; or that you rather ſinned (as 
the Phraſe * with your * e 5 


i the ' firſt Place, give rae Wy vg to he 


forvs, that you certainly did not {peak your 


real Sentiments, when you ſaid, That 
* you could not help wiſhing our worthy 
te Citizens had been contented : to have 


« drawn up the Inſcription. in their own 


“ Native Tongue. — Vou, Sir, who are 
undoubtedly ſo great an Admirer of the 


Antient Languages, that you would readily, 


give up all that has been written by the 
Moderns, for an unintelligible Fragment 
of an old Marble, or an illegible Manu- 
ſeti pt, of the Greeks or  Romans—You, 
Sir, in whoſe Opinion a Guinea, a Seven 


and Twenty, a a Six and Thirty, a Three 


Found Twelve, a Five Guinea Piece, a 
B 2 | Queen 


- 
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(4) 


Queen Anne's Farthing, or all of them 
put together, have not half the Value of 


a ſingle Denarius of the cheapeſt of the 


Ceæſars.— Vou, Sir, (to come nearer to the 


Point) who paſs unregarded the plain In- 
feriptions on our Tombs, of Here Lyes, 


n or Sifte Viator, 


Bor coptionng you to have been aue 
in this Caſe, may I not aſk you, is it fitting 


that a public Inſcription ſhould be truſted 
to a Language fo liable to change and fluc- 


tuation as the Engliſh has always been? 


Every Thing, we know, is ſubject to al- 
teration by Time: The City itſelf is a 
woeful Evidence of the Truth of this 


Maxim. Stocks- Market has been long de- 


ſtroyed ; and by and bye, when our new: 


Bridge is finiſhed, Pleet-Market will alſo 
diſappear. Should the Statue of Sir 7 
 masGreſhani ſome Time hence deſcend from 
its Pedeſtal at the Royal Exchange, and 


go round the City, would it not naturally 


aſk, what is become of Lud. gate, AA. 
ate, Alderſcg ate, Biſhops-gate, Cripple- 


Sale, * thoſe other * Gates, which: 
reflected 


(9). 
reflected more Grandeur on the City in an- 


cient Days, than a new Bridge, or even a 


Manſion Houſe, can poſſibly do at preſent ? 


Nay, ſuch is the Rage for Alteration, that 


perhaps future Times may even aſk, what 
is become of the City? If therefore ſuch 
Innovations have been brought about in our 
Buildings, which promiſed a more laſting 


Duration, how can we expect, that mere 


Words and Phraſes, whoſe Significations 
are as 33 as our Faſhions,ſhould be 
more ſtable ? 70 


n W e is continually ſub- 
ject to change, may be proved from many 


Circumſtances. Every Pariſh-Clerk can 
inform you, that the old downright Thoma, 
Sternbold, and John Hopkins, have been 
forced to give way to the more poliſhed 
Nicholas Brady, and Nahum Tate; and I 
queſtion, if it had not been for Garrict's: 
Edition of him, whether Shakeſpear- him 
ſelf: would have been: intelligible at this 
Day. I could point out many inſtances of 
Words in our Language, whoſe meaning 


ms plainly underſtood by our Forefathers, 
though 


| 

| 

| — 

though quite incomprehenſible to us: But 

let it ſuffice at preſent to confine myſelf to 

| tbe City. Thus, for Example, the Thing 

| Cuſtard is very well known at my Lord 

Mayor's Feaſts; but no Body can ſurely 

| have the Hardineſs to affirm, that it was 

| originally compoſed of Eggs; Cream, and 

i Sugar ; nor will any one take upon him to 

| determine, whether it was boiled or baked. 

| So again, there are many Terms, that 
" | bore a different Signification to what they 
10 do at preſent, or perhaps will hereafter. 

We very well know, what was formerly 


underſtood by a good Man; but the Senſe . 
is now quite altered; and when we of the 

; City talk of a good Man among us, we 
mean not a worthy Man, but a Man of 
worth, Since the Introduction of Smug- 
gling and Stock-jobbing, the Number of 
theſe good Men have been greatly increaſed ,. 
nor is this Title confined to any particular 
Se& or Order, as it may be confidently. 
ſaid, there are more good Men among the 
Fewws, than among * other ſet of 
8 0 438 ä 
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(7) 

IT may be likewiſe remarked, that there 
are many emphatical Words lately intro 
duced into our Language, which were 
quite unknown to our Anceſtors, and pro- 
bably will be equally unknown to our Suc- 


ceſſors. The Neceſſities of the State have 


given Riſe to ſuch a ſtrange inundation of 
Technical Terms, as muſt amaze and con- 


found future Ages; and as the National 


Debt will doubtleſs be ſoon paid off, Poſte- 
rity, in a Century or two, will be at a loſs to 
comprehend what we could mean by Loans, 
Lotteries, Bulls and Bears, Omniums, 
Scrips, Five Eights, at Par, 3 per Cents, 


4 per Cents, Old Stock, New Stock, 


Conſolids, Sc. 


I hope, Sir, by this Time you are tho. 
roughly convinced, that our Inſcription 


ſhould not have been in ſo mutable and 


periſhing a Language as the Engliſp. For 
if we of this Age can hardly underſtand 


what was written in the Times of our 
Edwards or Henrys, how ſhould we expect, 


that the Inſcription (if Engliſh) would be 
eatily u comprehended i in the Reign of George 
I "Mes 


{43 
Thirtiath or Fortieth, for ſo long at leaſt 
we may allow, that Elliptic or even Semi- 


circular W * ſtand. 


iter thigh chere is ſo mack uncertainty 


in our own Language, can we be blamed 


for having had recourſe to that uniyerſal | 
one, the Latin, which has hitherto con- 
tinued, and muſt ever continue the ſame to 


all Ages? Beſides, we have precedents of 
ſufficient Authority to vindicate our ſa 
_ doing—The Motto to my Lord Mayor's 


Gilt Coach is in Latin The Motto to 
Dr. Ward's Gilt Coach is in Latin The 


Motto to the Badges of the Watermen's 


Company is in Latin---and the Motto to 
the Grenadiers Caps of the Trained Bands, 
is alſo in the ſame Language. What is 
more to my Purpoſe, that ſtupendous Co- 


lumn, vulgarly called the Monument, 
has a Latin Inſcription ; though it muſt be 


confeſſed, there is an Engliſo one likewiſe - 
on the other Side. But this was highly ne- 
ceſſary, in Order to give the unletter d 
Reader (though at the Expence of 
2 a thorough deteſtation of the Papiſts 

and 


(9) ll 
and their Plots. Where there is no Oo. 
caſion for ſuch a Precaution, we find the — © 
Inſcriptions run only in Latin; and there- 
fore we have (as you have remarked) Pro 
Bono Publico over Aſpley's Punch Houſe, 
and I may add, Rus in Urbe, over a Fine 
Home-brewed Beer-Houſe, without a 
( Tranſlation. 


THERE is, however, a ſtill greater Rea- 
fon, why the late City-Inſcription ſhould 
be drawn up in a learned Tongue. Let us 
only conſider, how highly it muſt redound 

to the Honour and Reputation of the pre- | 
ſent Times. What a prodigious Opinion il 
muſt Poſterity entertain of the wonderful 5 
Erudition of the whole City, when they 
come to diſcover this manifeſt Proof of our 


Skill in a dead Language! They will li 
naturally conclude, that my Lord Mayor, 5 

who, (they will hereby be told) laid the firſt i 

Stone, would not furely fer his Hand, as it It 
were, to what he did not underſtand, and il 

that the reſt of the Community would not Il 

ſuffer themfelves to be called S8. P. Q.L, is 

without knowing the Meaning of one ſingle | ö 

8 Letter. It 
1 

in 


( 10 ) 
Letter. We may therefore eaſily ppl 
that the London Chronicle of ſome future 
Day will contain ſome ſuch Article, as fol- 
lows : 
« A Tin Plate was found under one of 
« the Corner-Stones of Pitt's Bridge, 
e lately pulled down in order to erect a 
* more handſome one, conſiſting of ſtrait 
Lines, without any Arches. From the 
« Inſcription on this Plate we learn, that 
the Latin Tongue was as familiar to the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens in 
e 1760, as the Engliſh is now.---But how 
4 « greatly have they degenerated fince !” 
Thus, Sir, as I flatter myſelf, I have 
plainly proved, that, in the firſt Place, the 
Inſcription ſhould not have been in Engliſh, 
and in the next Place ought to be (as it was) 
in the Latin Language: As J have no Pre- 
tenſions to the profound Erudition of an 
Antiquary, I ſhall not undertake to remove 
the heavy Cenſures you have paſſed on it, 
as ſuch: But give me Leave to inform you 
of the Pains that were taken to procure one 
ſo perfect in all its Branches, as muſt have 
defied 


; * 


n 
defied the Criticiſm both of the preſent and 
future Times. | 


I am, therefore, to tell you, Sir, that 
when the Queſtion was debated, to whom 


this arduous and important Work ſhould be 
conſigned, it was natural to turn our 


Thoughts towards one or other of our two 
Univerſities. Nor could there be any 
doubt of their Abilities for the Taſk, con- 
ſidering the great Number of learned Men 
among them---A Profeſſor of Divinity a 
Profeſſor of Civil Law -a Profeſſor of 
Common Law- a Profeſſor of Phyſic---a 
Profeſſor of Chemiſtry---a Profeſſor of 
Anatomy---a Profeſſor of Botany---a Pro- 
feſſor of Mathematics---a Profeſſor of Geo- 
metry---a Profeſſor of Aftronomy---a Pro- 
feſſor of Muſick---a Profeſſor of Poetry--a 
Profeſſor of Greek---a Profeſſor of Hebrew 
---a Profeſſor of Arabic, &c. &c. Ac- 
cordingly it was reſolved, that the Univer- 
fity of Oxford ſhould have the Preference 
in our Application, in Compliment to Mer- 
chant Taylors School, which has conſtantly 

2 ſupplied 
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(12) 
ſupplied one of their Colleges, namely &. 


Fohn's, with ſo many learned Members. 


W had the Misfortune, Sir, to meet 


with a Denial, which we could not eaſily 


account for. It is true, indeed, that the Vice- 


Chancellor, Heads of Houſes, all the 


Doctors, both the Proctors, and the inferior 
Members of this Univerſity, as well as of 
Cambridge, were, at this Time, employed in 


compoſing Verſes, in Engliſb, Welch, Latin, 
Greet, Hebrew, Arabic, Syriac, Chal- 
daic, AÆtbiopic, Coptic, Teutonic, &c. &c, 
both Serious and Comical, Merry and Me- 


lancholy, on the Death of the late, and the 


Acceſſion of the preſent King. But there 


ſeems to be a ſtronger Reaſon for their 
refufal ; whether it was, that they were 
too much buſied about the Compromiſe for 


the enſuing County-Election; or whether 
it was owing to pique and reſentment a- 
gainſt a certain GREAT PERSONAGE, who 


had formerly declared, that heir Streets 
were paved with Jacobitiſm. However, a 
very eminent Antiquary of Trinity College 
favoured us with a Copy of the following 

Inſcription 


(13) 
Inſcription from a Fragment of an old Stohe, 
preſerved in the Pomfret Collection of An- 
tiquities; which, as it plainly relates to a 
Bridge, he thought might be of ſome Uſe 
2 us on the nd Occaſion. 


c +I S 24s 
ofa: 


Trx1s you know, Sir, has been decy- 
phered and explained by the Society of An- 
tiquaries as follows :--- This Bridge fell 
© in, three ſeveral Times, till Arches of a 
_ Praddiing Conſtruction were contrived 
© by ....... and now it will ſtand for 
dc ever.”---The laſt Line being very im- 
perfect, having only two Words, that ſig- 
nify praiſe and over, is ſupplied by con- 
jecture thus: 6. Let us praiſe Phe Bridge 
& we go over,” 


I ſhall 


( 14 ) 


1 ſhall make no Remarks on this curious 


Piece of Antiquity, but that you muſt agree 


with me, Sir, in lamenting, that the Envy 
of Time ſhould have deprived us of the 
Name of this Mylne of the Antients ; as it 
is plain, from the Deſcription of the Ar- 
ches, that they muſt have been Ellipric. 
It is hoped, that our Bridge-Inſcription is 


more firmly ſecured againſt the Injuries of 


Time or Tide; as I would rather wiſh, 
that Georgi o Tertio, or Thomas Chitty, 
Miles, or even Gulielmi Pitt, ſhould be 


worn out or waſhed away, than that Ro- 


berto Mylne, Architecto, ſhould not re- 
main as a Wonder to Poſterity. 


To return to my ſubject- The Univer- 
fity of Oxford having thus diſappointed 


us, our next Hopes were placed in its 
Siſter Cambridge; with whom we had the 
greater Proſpect of ſucceeding, as a very 


learned Member of the Court of Aldermen 


had been originally bred there, and had 


ſince been honoured by it with a Doctor's 


Degree. A Fatality ſeemed to hang over 
our Deſire of handing down to Poſterity 


the 


15) 
the Name of the great Man, which brings 
up the Rear of our Inſcription, as it now 


ſtands. Cambridge gave us a flat Refuſal 


at once; not, as we may ſuppoſe, on Ac- 
count of its Members being too much en- 
gaged in Philoſophical Speculations to at- 
tend to Claſſical Literature, but, as we 
may rather imagine, for fear of giving the 
leaſt Umbrage to their Chancellor and Pa- 


tron. All that we could prevail on them 


to do, was to take into Conſideration whe- 


ther the Elliptic or Semicircular Arch was 


the moſt firm and durable. Accordingly 
they ſent us up the following Mathematico- 
Algebraical Solution of this difficult and 
moſt amen Queſtion. 


<< THE Rubble Work, on which in a 
great Meaſure the Lateral Preflure depends, 
being given in both Arches, and the Vou- 
Hoirs (or Arch-Stones) being of the ſame 


Length too in both, in order to form, 


Catenarian Arches, in which the Equili- 
brium is obſerved, and the Arch-Stones 
about the Haunches having an equal Ad- 
heſion in the two Arches propoſed, as alſo 


the 
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(26) 
the Intradoſſes and Extradoſſes, having the 
ſame Effet on the Spandrels, and both 
ſpringing at Right Angles to the Horizon, 
the Power and Strength of each Arch 5 
ks determined thus : 


. in ſmall Arches, either of Circles or 
Ellipſes, the Lines ſubtending equal Seg- 


ments are equal, and the Angles ſubtend- 


ing theſe equal Lines or Baſes, will be in 


an inverſe Subduplicate Ratio of the per- 
pendicular Diſtances from the Angle to the 


Baſe. Hence in equal Peripheries the 


Angles will be in the Seſquiplicate Ratio of 
the Radu; and as in very ſmall Circular 


Arches (equal inſcribed Polygons being 


_ alſo very ſmall) you find the Side of a 
ſimilar circumſcribed Polygon, by the Biſ- 
| ſection of the Periphery, the Difference 


whereof being known, the Ratio of the 
Diameter of the Circle to the Periphery is 
according to the learned Wolſius as rogoos 


ooooooooooo to 3141 5926535897932. 
And as in the Ellipſe the Tranſverſe Axis 


and the Conjugate being given, and alſo 


the Diſtance of the Umbilici from the 


Cen tre- 


(17) 

I Gs the Square of- the Semiordinate is 
equal to the Rectangle multiplied into the 
Abſciſs; abating another Rectangle of the 
ſame Abſciſs multiplied into a fourth, pro- 
portional to the Axis, Parameter and Abſ- 


ciſs. Hence the above Ratio will then be, 


according to the ingenious Ludolphus 4 
Ceulen, as 11486970065 34201 to 398020 
4635873 56. Hence the Strength of the 


Circular Arch is to that of the Elliptical 


as I00000000000000000000000000000 
©00000 1 to rooοοοοοο 
000000000000, — 


* This will appear very clear to the Ar- 


chitect, and to all others, who are in the 
leaſt converſant in theſe Studies. But 
to demonſtrate the above more intel - 


ligibly to thoſe not ſo deeply read in Ab- 


ſtract Mathematicks- We find according 


to Sir Jaac Newton in his Principia Mathe- 


8 Section 


nuticu in his ſecond Book, and 394th 


RS ated 


(18) 


Section De Pontibus, the Proportion wy 


be proved thus : 


Ac X ae — Be: de „ ac — de:: Be * ac — ae: Ae 
x de mac. Ac X ae — Be Xx ae * de — ac = 


De X ac — de + Be X ac — ae, ac X ae— Be x 


Ac — ac 


ae X 
Be Xx ac — ac 


= De X ac — ae, Ac X ac 


N 1 ac — ae 
1 . 3 D. - —— —T—ĩb 
F. N c 7 | Be Xx ae Xx dc 

ac . 
2832. © IHE 15 Bes 


ac X ac ＋ de — e dc + ac — 4e + dc“ 


and turning this Equation into a Ratio 
again, which can be done without any 
Trouble, the Strength of the Circular Arch 


will be to the Elliptical as 


ac þ ae dc + ae 


n 


that 


( 19)! 


that is, as near as poſſible to the Calcula- 


tion of Ludolphus a Ceulen, viz. as 100000 
000000000000000C00000000000000001 
to 100000000000000000000000000, 


Ovk own | Univerſities having both of 


them failed us, it was next propoſed by a 
certain Scorch Deputy, to apply further 
North, that is, to the Univerſities of Edin- 
burgh, Glaſgow, or Aberdeen; at either of 
which Places, he aſſured us, there were 


many Profeſſors of Humanity, that had 
Latin at their Fingers Ends. But this 


Motion was ſtrongly oppoſed by ſome, and 


at length carried againſt him; not becauſe 


their Abilities were queſtioned, but as it 


was ſuſpected, they might be willing, at 


this juncture of Time, rather to pay a 


Compliment to a favourite Nopleman of 
their own Nation. The Univerſity of 
Dublin was juſt mentioned; but it was 


preſently concluded, that the Attention of 
its Members muſt be wholly taken up 


about the rival Theatres of Crow-Szreet 


and Smock- Alley. Beſides, it was obſerved, 
that if we muſt need fetch our Latin from 
D 2 | Over- 


ſome among them, who had eminently 
_ diſtinguiſhed themſelves for an extenſive 


the Study of abſtruſe Theology, or the 


(2) 
Over-ſea, we might as well apply to the 
Univerſities of Boſon or Philadelphia. 


Oux Expectations then not being an- 
ſwered by our Univerſities, what could be 
more natural for us, than to hope Aſſiſ- 
tance from ſome one or other of the Lon- 


don Clergy? —eſpecially conſidering the 


Number of our learned Lecturers, popular 
Preachers, Catechiſts, and Expounders; 


many of whom have had the Honour to 


inſtruct my Lord-Mayor and the whole 
Court of Aldermen, on High Days and 
Holidays, at St. Paul's. But here again 
we found ourſelves no leſs miſtaken : For 


though moſt of them had received 


their Education at one or other of the Uni- 


verſities, they had too much Diffidence of 
their Abilities for the Taſk propoſed 


to them; though there were not wanting 


Knowledge in the Latin Tongue by their 
Conciones ad Clerum, &c. Perhaps, in- 
deed, they might be too much buſied in 


Greek 


( 21 ) 
Greek Fathers, or too much engaged in 
Controverſies with Atheiſts, Deiſts, Arrians, 
Socinians, Unitarians, Antinomians, Muggle- 
| tonians, Hutchinſonians, Whitefieldians, 
Weſlieans, and Heretics, and Methodiſts 
of all denominations :---or perhaps, at this 
particular Time, their whole Thoughts 
were taken up in compoſing occafional Ser- 
mons on the Demiſe of the late, and Ac- 
ceſſion of the preſent King. 


W were now, Sir, as much at a ſtand 
for our Inſcription, as the Bridge itſelf has 
been ſince, on Account of the prior Con- 
tracts about building it having been ſuſ- 
pended. In the midſt of our Difficulties, 
we were ſurpriſed with receiving, without 
Application, a Copy of a moſt voluminous 
one indeed; I will not fay, the Work of 
our worthy Recorder, or of any individual 
ſingle Member of the Law, but moſt cer-- 
tainly not undeſerving of being reckoned 
the Reſult of the Pains and Attention of the 
whole Body of Lawyers put together. It was 
unfortunately drawn up in ſo methodical 
a Method, and contained ſo many repeated 

Repetitions 


— m A arrow re es 
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(22) 
Repetitions, ſo many ſynonymous Tautolo- 
gies, and tautological Synonymies, that not 
only the firſt Stone, but every Stone of our 
Bridge would ſcarcely have been able to have 


compriſed it. I ſhall only juſt ſet down 


the Preamble of it, that you, Sir, might 


be able to judge of the Stile and Manner of 


the Reſt. 


HIEC TOWNS. 
Secundum Statutum in hoc Caſu factum 
& proviſum, Anno Regni Georgii Secundi 
Dei Gratia Magnæ Britaniæ, Franciz & 
Hiberniæ, Regis, Fidei Defenſoris, &c. 
viceſſimo nono, in Parliamento incepto & 
habito apud WESTMINSTER, Die Mer- 
curii in Craſtino Sancti Vincentii Anno 


Domini 1756, Anno Regni Domini Georgii 


Secundi predict. Dei Gratia Magnæ Bri- 


taniæ, Francis & Hiberniæ Regis, Fidei 


Defenſoris, &c. viceſſimo nono, coram 


Archiepiſcopis, Epiſcopis, Comitibus, Vice- 


comitibus, Baronibus Angliæ ibidem Exiſ- 


tentibus, & diſcretioribus ejuſdem Regni 


tam majoribus quam minoribus, providente 


ipſo Domino Rege, ad Regni ſui Emenda- 
tionem, 


(23) 


tionem, Meliorationem, & Exaltationem, 


(prout Regalis Officii expoſcit Utilitas) pro 


qua Preconvocati fuerunt Archiepiſcopi- 
Epiſcopi, Comites, Vicecomites, & Ba- 


rones Angliz prædict. ibidem Exiſtentes, 
& diſcretiores <uſdem Regni tam majores 


quam minores, in quo Parliamento prz- 
dict, cum tractatum eſſet de communi 
utilitate Regni, & præcipuè Civitatis Lon- 
dini & Commercio ejuſdem, Repreſenta- 
tione, Majoris, Aldermannorum, & Com- 
munium Civitatis Londini prædict. facta, 
Domino Regi, Archiepiſcopis, Epiſcopis, 
| Comitibus, Vicecomitibus, & Baronibus 
Angliæ prædict. ibidem Exiſtentibus, & 
diſcretioribus ej juſdem Regni tam majoribus 
quam minoribus, qui Repreſentatione 
M.,ajoris, Aldermannorum, & Communium 


Civitatis Londini prædict. facti, Domino 


Regi, prædict, & Archiepiſcopis, Epiſ- 
copis, Comitibus, Vicecomitibus, & Ba- 
ronibus Angliz predict. ibidem Exiſtenti- 
bus, & diſcretioribus ejuſdem Regni tam 


majoribus quam minoribus, viſum eſt Do- 


mino Regi prædict. & Archiepiſcopis, Epiſ- 
copis, Comitibus, Vicecomitibus, & Ba- 
Fronibus 


9 CU AO NREELon -. eng. 


& Commercio ejuſdem, ut Pons Lapide 


(24) 


| tonibus Angliz pttedict. ibidetti Exiſten⸗ 


tibus, & diſcretioribus ejuſdem Rephi 
tam majoribus quam minoribus, quod utili- 
tas & Commercium Civitatis Londini præ- 


dict, (ad quod ſemper Remedium Salubre 
per ipſum Regem, & Archiepiſcopos; 


Epiſcopos, Comites, Vicecomites, and Ba- 


rones Angliæ prædict. oportet adhiberi) 


indigebat Auxilio & ope Regis prædict. & 
Archiepiſcoporum, Epiſcoporum, Comi- 
tum, Vicecomitum, & Baronum Anglia 
prædict. & pretetth viſum eſt Domino Regi, 
& Archiepiſcopis, Epiſcopis, Comitibus, 
Vicecomitibus, & Baronibus Angliæ præ- 
dick. ibid. Exiſtentibus, Repreſentatione 
predict. Majoris, Aldermannorum, & Com- 


munium Civitatis Londini predict. quod 


neceſſe fuit Uilitati Civitatis Londini prædict. 


Factus, perfectus, formatus, fabricatus, a 
Littore Middleſex, ad Littus Surry, extenſus, in 
quodam Loco Dominicis vocat, (vulgo 


dict. BLACK Friers) Inſtauretur, _Effin- 
gatur, Edificetur, Extruatur, & Erigatur, 
ideo propter hanc Repreſentationem Majo- 
ris, Aldermannorum, & Communium, 
PE Cipitatis 


„ 
Civitatis Londini prædict, Domino Regi 
& Archiepiſcopis, Epiſcopis, Comitibus, 
Vicecomitibus, & Baronibus Anglia 
prædict, ibidem Exiſtentibus factam, Pro- 
viſum eſt & Statutum, & Concordatum & 
Ordinatum, quod, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 
&c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. Kc. bee: . 


&c. &c. 


. 80 far J thought ſufficient to tranſcribe,” 

though what follows is contained in TW] o 
Hundred Forty-eight Sheets of Paper, con- 
ſiſting of fifteen Lines in each Sheet, and 
fix Words in each Line. I would wil- 
lingly tranſlate the foregoing for the Benefit 
of thoſe Readers, who are not converſant 
in the Latin; but as I own myſelf quite a 
ſtranger to that elegant Branch of it, 
which is called Law Latin, I can only ac- 
quaint them, that the whole Amount of 
this Inſcription was to inform Poſterity, 
that the Bridge was built e, to Aci 
of Parliament. 


Tals Endeavour to ſerve us gave Riſe, 


however, to a lucky Thought (as it was 
Sc: | then 


(26) 
then imagined) of one of our Committee. 
It occurred to him, that, though the Uni- 
verſities had failed us, there was a fingle 


College among us, whoſe knowledge in 
Latin was indiſputable ;---not the College 


of Greſham—not the College of Dukwich— 
not the College of Heralds—but the Col- 


lege of Phyſicians, To ſay nothing of the 
elaborate learned Treatiſes of ſeveral of its 
Members, it was ſufficient but to mention 


the annual Proofs of their excellent Latinity 
in the Harveian Orations. It was there- 
fore at once agreed, that an Application 


ſhould be made to them, which was as 


readily accepted on their Part: But (I 
know not how it happened) they ſtrangely 
miſunderſtood us, and thought that we 
wanted a Preſcription inſtead of an In- 
ſcription.— A Meeting of the College. 
was accordingly ſummoned, and after a 
long and weighty Deliberation, they drew 
up the following Form, or e goed 
by all the Members. 
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p Sax. Portlandic. Qs. 


Ex Adibus Collegii, E. F. e 


R Calc. Viv. 


Aren. pp. P. . 
Ag. Fontan. Q. S. M. F. vorn 
Adhæſiv. 

Sax. anteà præſcript. applicetur ſecun- 
dum Artem. F. Pons. 


Sumatur Ambulando vel in quovis Ve- 


hiculo omni nocte vel die. | 
„ . 
1 EY 


Comitiis Cenſoriis, G. H. Cenſores 
Die Sti Lucæ, I. K. 
1760. L. M. 
N. O. 
P. Q. &c. &c. &c. 


IN Engliſh it may run thus: — “ Take 


« of Portland Stone, a ſufficient Quantity. 


cc 


A 


Take of Quick Lime, and prepared Sand, 
equal Parts; of Spring Water, a ſuffi- 
cient Quantity. Mix them, and make 
of them a Sticking Plaiſter. Apply 
this to the Stone before preſcribed, — and 
make them into a Bridge. To be uſed 
E 2 L 
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( 28 1 
ee Walking, or in any V (ohicle, every 
ce * or Day.“ | 


'Y ov have: phdoubtedly by t this Time, 
Sir, perceived the Neceſſity we at length 


lay under of ſubmitting. to have the In- 


ſcription firſt drawn up in Engliſh (as you 
rightly conjectured) and afterwards tran- 
ſlated into Latin. But before this was Con- 
cluded on, a new Propoſal was ſtarted, 
which, it was imagined, would conduce 


greatly to the Honour and future Reputa- 


tion of this City. It was ſubmitted to our 
Conſideration, whether the Inſcription 
ought not to be in Verſe, that Poſterity 
might be as fully convinced of our Skill i in 


Poetry, as of our Knowledge in the dead 
; Languages. Precedents in Abundance were 


quoted to prove, that our Forefathers uſed 


5 this elegant Method of Information: As, 


for Example, on a Corner Stone of one 


Part of London Wall, lately pulled down, 


were diſcovered the following Lines, eractiy 
anſwering to our preſent Queſtion. 


Clemens Higham, Knt+ bepnge Nayore, thyſe Stone 
Bag herye Layve Thyrtcene Yundrede Fyftye One. 


BUT 


DU”. 4 Ea : x kad 


—— 
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; (29) 

Bur the Difficulty of meeting with a 
Gepius, ſufficiently elevated for fo ſublime 
an Undertaking, obliged us to think no 
more of it; eſpecially as the Office of City- | 

gpreat had been laid afide. However, | 
en it was too late, one of our Members 
gave us manifeſt Proofs of his Poetical 
Capacity, by the following Verſification of 
the Beginning both of the Engliſh and 


Latin Inſcriptions, as they now ſtand. 


Ultimo Die Oobris, Anne ok 1 
% dem Primum poſuit, Thomas Ching, Miles, | 
06: Praztor, We,” 7 


4 On the laſs Day of October, 1 760. Sir To- 
* mas Chitty, Mayor, laid the firſt Stone, &c." 


Oftobris Ultimo, ſubque Anno Sexigesima._ 
Et Septcenteſimo, denique Millefimo, 


Hic ponebatur Primus Lapis, et lockbatur 
-Prztore in hac Roma, Milite Chitty Thomd. 


When than one Day October had no mare, 

One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Three Score, 
The Firſt Stone gf this Bridge laid Thomas Chitty, 
A Anight, ay the the Lud Acer of this City. | 


11 now remains only to acquaint you, 
Sir, who were the real Authors of our In- 
{criptions, 
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„ as wy now. ſtand, both in 


| Latin and Engliſh,—And firſt for the 


Engliſh---you will perhaps imagine, that 


there was no great Occaſion to run about 


ſeeking for one properly qualified for the 
Taſk, if we conſider our late moſt eloquent 


| Addreſſes, and the moſt eloquent Haran- 


gues, that have been made on various Oc- 
caſions at our publick 3 


Ix ſhort, it was unanimouſly reſolved to 


entruſt the Drawing up of our Inſcription 
to a certain learned DEeeuTY, who had 


oreatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf in compoſing 
ſome of our late Addreſſes: Though our 
Thoughts, indeed, were at firſt fixed on 
another Gentleman, a moſt complete Ora- 


tor, who would have rendered it the Key 


of Knowledge to the preſent, and the 7 ouch- 
fone of Truth, to future A ges. 


TRISs Point being ſettled, the next 
Conſideration was to find out a Perſon, of 
ſufficient Erudition, to do Juſtice to the 
Engliſh, by turning it into the moſt pure 


and claſſical Latin. For this Purpoſe the 
Afliſtance 


. 
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(31). 
Aſſiſtance -of a moſt eminent Scholar was 
called in one, who knew every Word of 
the Latin Tongue one, who could read 
and quote the beſt Claſſic Authors---one, i in. 
ſhort, who has equally inſtructed School- | 


Boys, and to whom Men of the moſt pro- 
found Learning have been indebted for 


their Knowledge in Latinity.---In a Word; 
this amazing Genius was no other than the 


learned AINswoR TH himſelf :---For to 


his Dictionary muſt be attributed all the 
Beauties, (and all the Faults, if you will) 


of the Latin Side of our Inſcription, 


HAVING thus pointed out both our 
Engliſh and Latin Authors, I have nothing 
to add, Sir, but that, notwithſtanding it 


- has happened to offend the exact Eye of 


an Antiquary, it has met with the higheſt 


Commendations from the German and 
Dutch Critics; ſuch as Gaſpar Schappius, 


Janus Van Douza, Fredericus Taubmannus, 


Joachimus Camerarius, &c. who in their 
ſeveral Journals have ſtiled it---Multsfarid 
Eruditione conferta---Stylo vere Auguſtano 
conſcripta---Ut nibil expreſſius vividiuſue--- 
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